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PREVIOUS SPREAD: PHOTO-
GRAPHS ON FEBRUARY 25,
1964, THE NIGHT THE BOXER KNOCKED OUT
SONNY LISTON TO BECOME HEAVYWEIGHT
CHAMPION. THE NEXT DAY CLAY REVEALED
THAT HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE NATION
OF ISLAM.

TOP: THIS IMAGE OF PRESIDENT

INSPECTING THE SPACE CAPSULE IN
1962 REMAINS ONE OF GOMEL'S FAVORITES.
“IT’S JOHN KENNEDY, BUT IT’S NOT THE WAY
WE ANTICIPATE SEEING HIM,” GOMEL SAYS.
“IT’S JUST ONE OF THOSE OFF-GUARD
MOMENTS THAT NOBODY FOCUSES ON.”
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ABOVE: ATTENDS A PARTY
FOR BROADWAY’S THE SOUND OF MUSIC IN
1961, ONE YEAR BEFORE HER DEATH.

RIGHT: PERHAPS GOMEL'S MOST FAMOUS
PHOTOGRAPH WAS THIS BIRD’S-EYE IMAGE
OF 'S CASKET LYING
IN STATE AT THE CAPITOL ROTUNDA IN 1869.
GOMEL RIGGED STROBE LIGHTS AROUND THE
200-FOOT DOME, STRUNG A WIRE WITH A
PULLEY TO PLACE THE CAMERA IN THE MID-
DLE, AND RAN A ZIP CORD—TO TRIGGER
THE CAMERA—TO WHERE HE WOULD BE
STANDING WITH THE REST OF THE PRESS.
THE RESULTING PHOTOGRAPH APPEARED ON
THE COVER OF L/FE MAGAZINE.
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A BRASH 22-YEAR-OLD DANCING
AROUND THE RING, HIS GLOVED FISTS
RAISED IN VICTORY AS HE PROCLAIMS
HIMSELF “THE KING OF THE WORLD":
THIS MAY BE THE MOST FAMOUS

IMAGE OF MUHAMMAD ALI WHEN HE WAS
STILL CASSIUS CLAY—AND HAD

JUST DEFEATED HEAVYWEIGHT
CHAMPION SONNY LISTON IN ONE OF

\¥] BOXING’S MOST STUNNING UPSETS.

WAS THERE SHOOTING

PHOTOS FOR L/FE MAGAZINE, HAVING
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LEFT: FAMED PEDIATRICIAN
—BEST-SELLING AUTHOR OF
THE COMMON SENSE BOOK OF BABY
AND CHILD CARE—IS ENTERTAINED BY
TWO YOUNG PATIENTS DURING AN
EXAMINATION IN SEPTEMBER 1962.

BELOW: AFTER FILMING CONCLUDED,

BUT BEFORE THE RELEASE OF THE

GRADUATE, GOMEL SPENT A DAY WITH
—HANGING 0UT

WITH HIS GIRLFRIEND, POSING FOR

A SCULPTOR, AND, AS SEEN HERE,

PICKING UP HIS UNEMPLOYMENT CHECK.

RIGHT: CANNONBALLS
INTO A POOL IN 1964 AS HIS FELLOW
BEATLES (CENTER)
AND BRACE FOR THE
INEVITABLE SPLASH. THE BAND WAS
IN MIAMI FOR THEIR SECOND LIVE
PERFORMANCE ON THE ED SULLIVAN
SHOW—WHICH WAS WATCHED BY

70 MILLION AMERICANS.
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